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Professor
and pilgrim

The two-decade journey 
Down Ancient Paths 
has been a quest for 

understanding>
 Camel caravan on the sand 

dunes at Dunhuang, China
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For the past 20 years, Dr. 
Charles Nienkirchen has led 
members of the Ambrose 
University and wider Christian 
communities on global journeys 
of discovery, inviting people to 
experience and explore some of 
Christianity’s most meaningful 
historical places.

Down Ancient Paths is the 
Alberta government award-
winning, post-secondary travel 
study program Nienkirchen 
founded, directed and led as 
Professor of Christian History 
and Spirituality. 

During visits to 34 countries, 
the program pushed learners 
beyond their own limits, 
physically and intellectually. 
It provoked reflection and 
enabled people to respond to 
the intrinsic spiritual nature of 
their being, and also played a 
role in recovering the treasures 
of global Christian heritage, 
which have made contributions 
of inestimable worth to the 
story of humanity.

“The four watchwords of the 
DAP program — exploration, 
imagination, integration, 

A Borgund Stave Church in Laerdal, Norway

B  The Wailing Wall and Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem

C  The Library of Celsus in ancient Ephesus,Turkey 

D  Moai stone statues on Easter Island, Chile

E  Roman Triumphal Arch of Caracalla in Volubilis, 
 Morocco

F  Wall murals at Narga Selassie monastery on  
 Lake Tana, Ethiopia

G Apostle Thomas Statue in Palayur, India

H  Dr. Nienkirchen lecturing enroute to the 
 Holy Island of Patmos, Greece

I  Saint Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow, Russia

J  The Church of St. George in Lalibela, Ethiopia 

 The Wadi Rum desert in Jordan (background)
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Dr. Charles Nienkirchen retired 
from Ambrose University in 
spring 2020, following 29 years 
as a full-time faculty member. 
He was designated Professor 
Emeritus of Christian History 
and Spirituality by the Ambrose 
Board of Governors in April 
2020. Read more on page 29 
of this issue of Anthem.

transformation — have made 
Down Ancient Paths a truly 
inspiring travel study program 
that breathed life into learning,” 
Nienkirchen says. “Educational 
travel, when converging with 
Christian history and spirituality, 
aims at personal transformation 
rooted in the quest for personal 
identity and meaning.”

Both a learner and an educator, 
Nienkirchen says his numerous 
educational travel experiences 

have “confirmed what I know, 
shown me what I do not know 
and, perhaps most significantly, 
shown me the profound and  
often troubling implications of 
what I do not know for what I 
thought I really knew.”

“To all who travelled on DAP 
ventures, I offer a hearty 
expression of gratitude for 
making the program the 
exhilarating success it  
has been.” p
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